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Pasco School District is fortunate to have been selected as one of the recipients of the 2013 Partner-
ship District Awards from the National Network of Partnership Schools (NNPS) at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity.  Pasco School District has been honored for making excellent 
progress in developing its leadership on partnerships and guiding 
schools to develop goal-oriented programs of school, family, and 
community partnerships. This is the seventh consecutive year Pasco 
School District has received this award. This is a great accomplish-
ment and one that could not have been achieved without all the hard 
work of each and every one of Pasco schools’ ATP teams and their 
partnership with District Leaders! This is “a remarkable accomplish-
ment and evidence of your district’s strong commitment to improving school, family, and community 
partnerships,” stated Dr. Joyce L. Epstein, Director of NNPS.  

Try This Out 

Effective Leadership 
Trait:  

Honesty 
 
 

 
At the end of the 2012-
2013 school year, District 
ATP gave all schools’ ATP 
Chairs a leadership book 
by John Maxwell. District 
ATP is committed to 
helping ATP members 
d e v e l o p  e f f e c t i v e 
leadership qualities and 
traits. This year, in this 
section of the newsletter, 
we will be featuring an 
effective leadership trait 
for you  to consider and 
possibly try out.  
It is important as a leader 
of any team, to hold 
yourself and your team to 
an ethical standard of 
h o n e s t y .  I f  y o u 
communicate as a team 
with honesty, your peers 
will communicate with 
honesty to you as well. As 
the saying goes, “Honesty 
is always the best policy”. 

2013 NNPS Partnership 
School Awards 

We are starting off another great 
school year in Pasco! Along with 
the beginning of a new year, 
District ATP is trilled to announce 
the Pasco school that has been 
selected for the National Network 
of Partnership Schools (NNPS) 
Partnership Award and awarded 
national recognition from NNPS! 
Congratulations to: 
 Captain Gray Early Learning 

Center 
This is the first time that Captain 
Gray has applied for the 
Partnership Award. Along with the 
recognition from NNPS, Captain 
Gray has received one free 
registration invitation to attend the 
NNPS Fall Leadership Development 
Conference. The school will also 
receive a plaque and national 
recognition in the fall edition of the 
NNPS Type 2 newsletter, and will 
be showcased on the network’s 
website. Congratulations to 
Captain Gray’s Action Team for 
Partnerships (ATP), without your 

District News 
 Ochoa Middle School— 
 Oye Nights 
 Whittier Elementary— 

Caught You Reading 
 
 
 
 

Meet Our New District 
Leader— 

Esmeralda Magaña-Valencia 
There is a new face here at 
District ATP.  Please join us in 
welcoming Esmeralda Magaña-
Valencia! Esmeralda will be 
joining Melissa Pierce as a 
District Leader for ATP, and has 
already hit the ground running. 
Some of you may have met her 
at the August training or will 
have the pleasure of meeting 
her soon. She will be co-
managing District ATP, as well 
as overseeing the Parent 
Education Center here at 
Captain Gray ELC. Welcome to 
the team Esmeralda!  

dedication to school, family and 
community involvement this feat 
could not have been achieved. 
Congrats! 

Promising Partnership 
Practices (PPP) 

This year, eight Pasco schools were 
selected to be published in the 
NNPS 2013 edition of PPP. The 
NNPS website will also include 
these schools’ family and 
community partnership ideas. 
Please be sure to check out these 
great  practices on the NNPS 
website and in the 2013 PPP 
publication. Kudos to: 
 Captain Gray ELC – 
 Fridays with the Principal 
 Chess Elementary— 
 Fiesta-Val of Math 
 Chiawana High— 

The Chiawana Open 
 Emerson Elementary— 
 Family Math Night 
 Frost Elementary— 

Library Literacy Night     
 Livingston Elementary— 
 Build-a-Beat Family Night 

Connection 

Spotlight On: NNPS Partnership District Award 

Pasco School Board and ATP District 

Leaders pose with NNPS plaque.  
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Resource Corner: A 2012 NNPS Promising Partnership Practice—  
 “Building Traditions of Parental Involvement” 

Central Elementary in Saint Charles, MO 

Upcoming Events: 
 

-ATP Basics 

School & Family 

Partnerships 101 

September 17th  

Captain Gray, Room 15 

4:00-6:00 pm 
 

-Mustang Round-Up 

September 20th 

McGee Elementary 

5:00 pm 
 

-Grand SLAM 
October10th 

Markham Elementary 

6:00 pm 
 

-1st Cluster Meeting for 

All ATP Chairs 
October 15th 

Pasco High Library 

4:00-6:00 pm 
 

-Movie Night 

October 16th 

Chiawana High 

6:30-8:30 pm 

Esmeralda Magaña-Valencia 

Parent Engagement Coordinator 

509-543-6714 

emagana@psd1.org 

 

Melissa Pierce  

Parent Partnership Coordinator 

509-543-6771 

mpierce@psd1.org 
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         “ATP Connection” is published by the Pasco School District  for members of the Action Teams for Partnerships.        

For questions or concerns, contact Special Programs at the number listed above.   

This section of the 2013-2014 ATP Connection newsletter will highlight NNPS Promising 
Partnership Practices (PPP) from other districts within the network.  Ideas may be modified 
and easily adapted to enhance any school’s school, family and community partnership pro-
gram.  It is our hope not only to highlight last year’s published schools, but to encourage 
others to try out new ideas. We hope teams will take these ideas and run with them!   
 

Central Elementary ATP began with the idea of creating a unique partnership of tradi-
tions as a grade-level team activity for students and families. The idea of grade-level tra-
ditions was geared towards teachers, parents, and students within their own grade level. 
Kindergartner’s began with Kindergarten graduations for parents and families to attend. 
The first grade team planned a musical, and performed as a choir for their families. Sec-
ond grade targeted  a grandparents day. Third grade had muffins with mom for Mother’s 
Day. Fourth grade had stations learning about Veterans in honor of Veteran's Day. Last-
ly, fifth grade was sponsored by the Drug Abuse Resistance Education (DARE) program, 
which helped families to encourage their older child(ren) to make positive choices. The 
grade-level traditions helped families connect and strengthened their social networks with 
other families within the same grade levels.  

 

For more information and details about this original activity please visit the NNPS website 
at: http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/2012/pdf/59.pdf 

 
 
 
 

 

 To see all other published collections please visit: 

   http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/index.htm  

Quote of the Month:  

“Today a reader, tomorrow a leader.” 

-Margaret Fuller  
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